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IEW. 


THE 


Affairs of FRANCE: 


-Purg’d from the Errorsand Partiality of New/-Writers 


and Petty-Statefmen, of all Sides. 


CueMay, July 4. 1704. 


the Impatient World cannot refrain 
their clufions, before Lam come 


to mine. 

This I find is the effeé& of Writing 3 Hi- 
ftory a ; Mankind expeéts every 
piece fhould be entire, and bear a reading 
by it felf: If it muft be fo, I confefs = 
incapable ; the Scheme is otherways laid, 
soy Delign ia this Hiftory of the Frenc 

M in this Hi rene 
Afaiss, is as vaft in Proportion, as theirs 
in Contriving ; and as it requires time to 
finifh, it ga to have the Privilege of 
gaa whole, before ‘tis Con- 

nd, 

Asking his Pardon for the Alufion, 1 
take my {elf to be juft in Sir Chriftopber 
eh Cafe, about the Building of St. 


"Se 

People look upon the great Trunk of the 
Build a without its Head on, and find a 
Thoufand faults ia it, which perhaps are not 
there ; fome fay, the Windows are t00 fall, 
others fay she Calumas are too Grofs; fome 
fay "sis a great, clum[j, unfbapable shang, 0- 
thers, "tis Built more like a Caftle thana 
Church; in fhort, so body likes is b Not 
but that the Building is regular, exa yand 
may be every way proportioned; but as 


I feems to me femething hard, That 


their heavy imagication can fupply nothin 
they jadge of what appears, and not eF 
what is defign’d. 

If my Review of the Affairs of France 
was finifh’d and Compleat, and to be read 
altogether, I would take my Fate with the 
Book, and venter it upon the general Caa- 
dor ; not but that it may offend fome, but 
I would run the rifque of my head, upon 
this Article, That no Man -fhonld fay I was 
in the French Intereft, ‘or Magnify'd the E- 

emy too much. 

e neceflary Confequences I fhall draw 
from their rea} Greatme/s, the juft Hints 1 
Shall give of their Jntended Greasnefs; the 
Satyr I fhall make on their Imaginary Grepse 
nefs, and the Schemes I fhall draw for the 
preventing their Encreafing Power, wil 
effe&ually clear me from the fufpicions of 
ferving my Country ill, or Encouraging 
the Enemy. 

But fince all Men are not equally Ia- 
form’d, I venture thus once more on the 
Patience of the Reader, defiring him to 
fuffer an Interruption of Story, and admit 
me, for the fake offuch, who without Per- 
fonal Prejudice, miftake my Meaning, or 
fufpe# my Principles, thus farther to Ex- 

lain my felf in this particular Asticle of 
gnifying the French Power. 
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I have always been of the Opinion, 
That our flighting, or not ee under- 
ftanding the Greatnefs, the Power, the 
Policy, the Conduét and Management of 
our Enemies, has beea one of the moft Fa- 
tal Errors of our Age. 

I think no Man in fo much Danger as 

che that is to fight an Enemy, and knows 
not his Strength. Our Saviour bimfelf gives 
us this Caution, That when we view our 
own Ten Thoufands, we fhould alfo confider 
the Twenty Thoufands of.our Enemies, be- 
fore we go out to Warfare. 

If J am demanded Examples to prove the 
Truth of this, I refer the Reader to the 
feveral attempted Defcents at Camaret, €u- 
iz and Barcelona. 

What Reproaches, what Lfbets, what 
Satyrs and Lampoons has the Government 
fuffered from! the Mouths and Pens of the 
Difcontented People, for the Mifcarriages 
im thefe Places? How have we blam’d the 
Perfons employ’d, and branded them with 
the Odious Names of Cowards, Be- 
trayers of their Truft, and of the Nations 
Councils; and with what Contempt has the 
Nation: in Géneral Preated’ fome Great 
Men on thisAccount ? When tho’ there may 
have been Knavery enough in fome Cafes, 
thie Truth of the Matter hasbeen, the Ene- 
tries Power has not been rightly difcover’d. 
We expetted'to find none but Militia, and 
fridi(ciplin’d Tfoops at Bre and Camares ; 
we expected few Men at Cadiz, and a 
Town eafy to be taken: We expected’ ve- 
ry few Fotces in: Spain, and ftitl fewer at 
Barcelona; but being difappointed, and 
finding a Power. we did not are our 

Deligis mifcatry ; we ‘are Infulte 
eo fies, dhd our Generals bear’ the Re- 
ach, 
‘ Thefd were fome of the Réeafons which 
sowe made it neceffary, to fet che‘Greatnefs 
of our Enemies in a true Light, and Paint 
them out {no their due Dimenttots, mor far 
our Terror, but for pd ch Toformation, 
“That this-was 2 good andl'juftifiableRea- 
‘fon, ‘and-for which Iought not tobe Cen- 
fur'd, F appeat co Ancient Exampte, 

The Spyes (tnt into che Land of Canaan, 
‘were not blam’d for bringing 2 True but a 
False Report of ‘the Ling 

fsbewes was jaft in my Cafe, faving 


by our . 


the Arrogance 
continually fetting out the Power of =~ 
of Macedon, to his Athenian Citizens; and. 
fo earneft and particular was he in telling 


them of their own Follies, of Philip's Great- 


nefs, his Policy and his. Armies, that the 
Arbenians were feveral Times going to tear 
him to pieces, and Demolifh his Houfe as 
a Friend to the Macedonians. 

At laft Philip made War upon the Athe- 
nians, who being in vain inform’d by De- 
moftbenes, but flighting his Cautions, and 
contemning the) Macedonian Power, were 
at laft oblig'd to fubmit to a difhonourable 
Peace. a 

Now while thefe Ignorant Ashenians 
Condemn’d Demoftbewes as a Confederate 
with their Enemy, it appeared, Philip was 
of another Mind, and fo Angry he was, 
that Demofsheues endeavoured to awaken 
the Athenians, with Alarms of his Power, 
that when he made Peace with Athens, 
he oblig’d them, among other Meanneffzs, 
to fubmit to this, To Banith Demo/thenes, 
or Deliverhim up as an utter Enemy to 
PBilip , becaufe he had ftrove to inform 
them of the Truth.. 

“They who pretend to charge me with 
favouring the Frencb Intereft, and being 
bought and’ brib’d with Fresch Money , 
would do well to go into France and pre- 
fent themfelves to the French King, 
as the Authors of the Review, and“ plead 
the. Merit of ‘it, I: freely give them Li- 
pet to make ufe of my Name, and am 
fatishied his Majefty will reward them With. 
the Wheel or the Halter. 

For my own Part, I believe-T need not 
trouble my felf to fay,] defpile French Bribés, 
ag’ muth ‘as I apprehend! French ‘Power; 
Lam none of thofe that betray my Coutitty, 
and wowd bave them alt bing’d-that do 3 and 
becaule 1 with to fee the Englifh putt down 
the French Greatnefs, fey at ‘aay wil) 
ing to bave them know what it is, and_¥ 
fcorn and ah afl other Reafons fort. 

T have faid the Fremb are ftrong,” aiid: 
we find it fo, but I mever aid they were 
invincible; Y with, and hope, and.pray to 
haye “em reduc’d to Terms of an Hos 
nourable Peace ; and in telling the Pruth 
of them, I thing f Contribute as much to 
it,"as avy fingte Perfon can} do. 

As 


of the Comparifos § io a 


I havé'faid they are’ not invinci- 
fo in time I fhould have’ prov’d 


it, and hope to prefent the World. 


with fome Schemes. how to make jit out, 
which never yet faw the Light; but, 
Gentlemen, you muft have Patience with 
me till 1 come to ir, in the Order of the 
Work. | 

In fhort, the French are Great, Strong, 
Powerful, and Politick, from thence ’tis 
fair arguing; Let usbe the laft,we thall foon 
be the firft : "Tis want of Concert ruines 


Confederacies, and this in Particular sand - 


to Draw the Enemy’s Piéture, isthe beft 
Method I can think of, to fet us a Pat- 
tern. 

This I have been aiming at,.and Eavy 
comes in-to Silence the Cry 3 Bnvy always 


-goes with Her Mouth open, and Truth can 


feldom fous i ; but I leave it to the judicious 
part of Mankind , to determine whether 
js the beit Friend to his Country, he that 
tells them the True ftrength of their Ene- 
myes, that they may prepare to Match 
them, or he who contemning their Strength 
as weak and Infignificant, lets us go un- 
dér-man’d to Engage them; and folike 
$olomon’s unwary Fools we pafs om and 
arz Punifh’d. 

’ Tam like the Geefe in the Capitol, If the 
Roman Soldiers fhould have killed them, 
for frighting them out of their Sleep, they 
would foon have found the GauJs at their 
backs, and have blamed themlelves for the 
miftake. I leave all Mento judge whe- 
ther thofe Geefe Gaggl’d forthe Gauls, 
of for the Romans, and whether the Gants, 
would not have been. glad to have Cut 
their Throats, for telling the Romans who 
were acoming. - 

If 3 ike an Pone/t Proveftant Goofe have 
Gagg!’d too loud of the French Power, and 
Raisd the Country ; the French indeed 
gay have ReafontoCut my Throatif they 


could; but ’tis hard my own Country- 


men, to whom 1 have Shewn their Danger, 


_ and whonr 1 haye endeavour’d to. wake 


out of their Sleep, fhouldtake offence at 
the Timely Difcovery. 

This is not, however , the firft Time T 
have ‘Wrote, what they for whofe Good 
T Wrote it, would not paderftsnd. —I 
have here explained my Gifs Wife Men I 


“hope will ‘how underftand me, and for. 
| Fools let them retna 
finefs to trail Ethiopians. 


in fo’ ¢ "tis ot my bu- 


The-Author of this Paper has Preten- 
ted to Write, thus, not for his Private 
advantage, but for Pabligk Service’; he 
thought, as before, the beft thing he could 


‘do, at a time, when we were af Embark’d: 


in the Ship of the State, was to: Examin,. 
Defcribe, and Expofe the Power, the De- 


‘figns, the Growth, and Encreafe: of our: 
- Enemyes. 


’ By the Publick Service, He underftarids 
the Intereft of the Queen Governing, 
and the People Govern’d; and as foon as 
ever he is convinc’d, this Paper is-in. 
the leaft Injurious or difpleating to Bi-. 
ther 5 he will Demonftrate the . Truth 
of what he pretends to; by lagitig ic 
down. . ioe! eee 
He has carefally prefcib’d himfelf to 
pofitive Fruth, and has the Satisfa@ion 
of not being Charg’d with one Miftake in 
Fatt ;.a common Capacity may make a 
Wife Man Wiler, but for braying Fools. ix 


@ Mortar, SOLOMON has told us’ tiste no 


Purpofe. _ . 
This Paper is Writto Men of Candor 
and Charity, andthofe that have. neither,. 


‘who can Write to pleafe them! 


I am very far from faying or believing, 
that our War with 7 ate is not juft; nay 
if I thought otherwife, yet fince, the Nati-- 
on is Embark’d in it, I would not thew fo 
little Refpeét to the Englifh Reputation, 
as to makemy Opinion Publick. — 

1 Rejoyce the QUEEN is: fenfible the- 
Dependance in titis Cafe is to be wholly 
on Her own Strength, and is therefore Op- 
dering more Forces to enable the Confede: 
rate Army, to deteét the Dithonefty of 
fome People abroad, and to make the at 
tempt with a more rational Profpest.. 

In the Cafe of the Confederate Pleet, I 
thought no one could have miftaken me, 
while I Wrote a Satyr on the Parse Gazerte 
pad theFrench Admiral, and imagide I was 
of their fide; to fuch Ionly dette they 
would put Speétacles upon. their under- 
ftandings, and read it again ; and if oa a 
fecond Reading , they pleale to let me 
hear the Reafons of their Opinion SsM 
they are neither Privalous or Maliriour, 


‘} that] ‘not fail to Explain my felf farther. 


In the mean, time I hope this may ferve. 


to prove the Reafon of what I have faid, the 


Everal Letters having been fent us with 
Objections againft our Title, the So- 
ciety had refulv’d to anfwer no more, till 
the Gentlemen Objdtors had reply'd to 
the Reafons given by onr Club, for ma- 
king ule of the Title ; bur the Candor of the 
following, Objectors torc’d us to give the 
World the treuble of reading the Argu- 
ments. 


Fanebs t bad fon in disliking the Titl 
t J bad reafon in disliking the Title 
J ( SCANDALOUS CLUB; ) -becaufe 
that Expreffion feem’d to make the Scandal 
veft upon your felves ; baving never met with 
she Word (SCANDALOUS ) a tke com- 
pafs of my fmal Reading, bus in a paffive 


Senfe. 

I bave looked back vo tke Paper you re- 
fer me to for your Defence, where I find all 
the Flourifh of Wit thas an ill Title wants, 
bus vot all she Strength of ument that 4 

ood one aught so dave : Wherefore upon 
wholz, I would Recommend you to quit 
a Title shat x fo difpusable and precarious, 
and thas is bike to gtve you trouble, for; one 
ahas sé lefs intricaze and obfcure, and liable 
to no Exception. 
gis Your Hamble eng P 
une 28.1704. . F. 
5 To which the Society fay, they chink 
this:is no Reply te their Reafons, and that 
tho’ che word Seendslous is not frequently 
found, but in a Pofitive Sence, yet while 
the Praétice of taking any word » and ma- 
king ica Phrafe or Proper Name, ftands up- 
wo Record, juftify’d by the Example of 
Miltow and Dryden; We cannot: think our 
felves an(wer’d by any Gentleman's faying 
they do not like it, without provigg it an 
Imtpropriety in Speech, or-a.Boldnefs with- 
gut Example. 4 

Nor have aay-of the Objectors thought 
fit to oblige us. with a better Tide ¢ bus at 
jah we haye an Attemptof that kind fram 
a Female as we guelp by the sree 
We always thought the Women had t 

uickeft and jufteft Notions of things at 
ore fight, the’ we have unjufly rob’d shem 


Principle from which I have faid it, ¢ 
give all Impartial Judgments full Satisfa 


ONe 


Zz the Fudgment, by denying them early In» a 
$7 


uion, 
To this Lady, ¢if we miftake not) the 


Author has Orders to give the Thanks of 


the Syciety ; and farther to acquaint ber, 


That the Society paffed a Vete an thetwo 


Queries in the fame Letter ia the Affirma» 
tive, and lets her know, all due Satisfa@tie 
on fliall be given, fo far as agrees with 
Honour and Juftice. 

Upon -tie whole, the Society have a- 
greed tv fond an Ambailador Excraordi> 
Mary 80 Seivnior Pajquin at Rome, their Pa- 
trou ard Prote@or, to bave his Approbatie 
tion of the Title, or to delire him tofend 
them a New one; and that the Meflage 
may be carried with the more {plendor as 
well as peed; they firft sefolved upon an 
Addre(s to the Author of the Fiying- Pog, 
to lend them one of the Miraculous Gadeys 
which the Marquifs d> Minas took from the 
Spaniards, in the late Fight on the Bare 
ders of Caflile, at leaft 100 Miles from the 
Sea. Pofijcript to. the Flying-Po8, Num. 
1429. 

Dvertifements gre taken in by J.Mattbemsy 

‘in Pilkington-Comrt in Little Britain, 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
Books Sold ery Wale, at the t 

pay Rapti Fae Be —— 

TRL ClaAndrea Tacqueti Elementa Geometria 

a Guill, Whifton, BVO. —— Geo, Baghvi 
Prasis Medica, ad prifcam obfer van ti rationem vee 
vocunds, Libri dua, 8vo, —= Epigrammasmnm 
DeleHus ex omnibus tum Ucteribus tum Recentiovi« 
buc, accuratd decerptm, quibus bac fexta Editione 
Subjungitur altering Déletas pecimen ex nuperss 
maxime Poetis ab elcitoribus pratermiffs, In 
Juum Scbola Btoninfis, 12°, 

4 A Doctor in Phyfick Curet-all the 
Degrees amd Indifpofitions in Venereal Per- 
fons, by a moft eafie, fafe, and, itious 
Method 3 and of whom any Perfom may 
haye Advice, and a perfect Cure, let his or 
her Difeafe be of the longeft Date : He. like- 
wilt gives his sre fh all Difeafes, and 
eo bes a Cure.. Dr, ‘HAR BORODGH , (a 

raduate Phyfician ) in Great Kwight-Riderse 
Street, near Doors Commons, 


MDCCIyv. 


ee 


